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Aims of the course:  

The course aims to introduce Phd students to the main research design issues in the accounting, business, 

and management fields.  

 

 

Learning outcomes and competences:  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be introduced: 

- to the main criteria of doing research in top-tier internationals journals in the field  

- on how to choose a theoretical framework for their research study  

- on how to choose a research method for their research study 

- on how to critically assess an academic paper. 

 

Assessment methods:  

Students are required to write a critical review of an assigned paper.  

 

 

Course contents and Syllabus: 

 

Lecture 1 

Andrea Melis  

9th March 2026 

h. 9.00-11.00 

Room CM 13 – 

Campus Aresu 

 

Doing research in top-tier international journals: main criteria and 

qualitative characteristics 

Lecture 2 

Alessandro Mura 

16th March 2026 

h. 09:00-11:00 
 

How to choose a theory and research method, using an empirical 

quantitative approach  

Lecture 3 

Patrizio Monfardini 

24th March 2026 

h.09:00-11:00 

Room 8 – Campus 

Sant’ignazio 

 

How to choose a theory and research method, using an empirical 

qualitative approach 

Lecture 4 

Alessandro Spano 

31st March 2026 

h.10:00-12:00 

How to choose a theory and a research method in an emerging field 
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Room 8 – Campus 

Sant’ignazio 

 

Lecture 5 Luigi Rombi 

8th April 2026 

h.10:00-12:00 

 

How to choose a theory and research method, using an empirical 

quantitative approach 

Lecture 6 Simone 

Aresu 

16th April 2026 

h.10:00-12:00 

 

How to change the theory, method and findings during the review 

process: dos and don'ts 

Lecture 7 Elke 

Loeffler 

 

4th May 2026 

h.10:00-12:00 

Room 8 – Campus 

Sant’ignazio 

 

Shaping research proposals in public management to maximise their likely 

future impact on the literature and on practice 

Lecture 8 Elke 

Loeffler 

6th May 2026 

h.10:00-12:00 

Room 8 – Campus 

Sant’ignazio 

 

Co-producing and co-creating public value 

Lecture 9 

Andrea Melis  

12th May 2026  

h. 9:00-10:00 

Room tbc – Campus 

Aresu 
 

How to evaluate an academic paper: an editor's perspective. 
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